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Going into the week of Palm Springs Regional, we knew the tournament numbers 
would suffer from having the NABC in our backyard. We were expecting a large drop
in attendance due to the two back to back premier events. We finished off the 
tournament with 3437 tables, down 412 from 2018 year but 219 ahead of Penticton!
We easily retain our lofty status as number 2 and are very pleased with the turnout.

We kicked off the week with an unprecedented number of I/Ns attending Glenna 
Shannahan’s kick-off lecture. 102 players chose to partake in a free lecture on 
Attitude Signals and supervised play and left the classroom with a bag full of treats 
as well! As the week unfolded, we saw the usual interest in the Bracketed Teams 
events: 7 brackets on Monday, 17 brackets on Wednesday, and 13 brackets on 
Saturday. The two-day KOs were also quite healthy; as an example, the Tuesday-
Wednesday KO boasted 10 brackets! Our new midflight B/C pairs attracted many 
players eager to graduate from the Gold Rush pairs and shy away from the more 
competitive Open Pairs sessions. For those looking for more statistics, interestingly, 
Friday saw as many tables in the Side Game (54!) as the IMP Pairs (56) and the Gold
Rush (59). 

Players seemed particularly appreciative of D22’s hospitality at our flagship 
regional. Our district’s brand daily $2 coupons were dispensed liberally, 
supplemented by a complimentary energy bar midweek, a Sweet Treat on Friday in 
recognition of Goodwill day, fruit and breakfast pastries on the weekend. A 
snacker’s delight for the whole week. Hope you enjoyed it all!

As you can imagine, it takes a lot of effort by a lot staff to put on such a show. With 
Gary Zeiger at the helm, our Directors, having already spent 10 days at the 
Nationals, had to endure another full week in the Desert without a break, 
understaffed, since we didn’t expect such outstanding attendance. Our caddies, also
understaffed, were running around between ballrooms, seeing to the many daily 
demands, gracious and always smiling! The partnership and hospitality and prizes 
volunteers were tireless, eager to please, fielding questions, matching players at the
last minute, directing players to locations, giving away prizes, selling merchandise, 
packing and unpacking T-shirts boxes, tending to carpool raffles, flying from one 
table to another! If you see any of them in your daily travels, please thank them for 
their efforts.

Last but not least, the Palm Springs Regional contributed to bringing one of our 
revered District players, Mark Itabashi, closer to the finish line…. Mark was the top 
masterpoint earner of the tournament, and we’re all hoping that this 167 
masterpoints addition will secure his quest to win the coveted 2019 Barry Crane Top
500 race. Go get ‘em, Mark!



Don’t forget, if it’s December, it’s the Palm Springs Regional! Start making your 
reservations for December 14-20, 2020. The nation’s second largest regional will be 
waiting for you.


